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Preface of  

The Foreigners’ Commissioner  

of the Berlin Senate 

This guide is sincerely needed. Those, who are already residing in Germany, 
know why. In finding a job or an apartment, a foreigner is already well armed 
using the skills acquired at home. However, in subsequently trying to get a 
residence permit and additionally a work permit, that will give him or her the 
feeling of  being set off  on a different planet. It is said, that Germany has the 
highest density of  regulations and laws of  the whole world. All Germans suf-
fer under this abundance, even those who invent, implement and control this 
nightmare of  (bilateral and multilateral) conventions, decrees, implementing 
orders, laws, statutes, etc. All governments promise to clear out the legal jun-
gle that has grown over more than a century, but it usually turns out like this: 
by the time ten old regulations have been abolished, 12 new ones will have 
been created in the meantime, some of  them just to regulate the abolition in 
an orderly way; e.g. the reform of  shop�s opening hours. Still a few years ago 
shops were only allowed to be open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., and now for two 
more hours a day. However, per extra decree for each single event, shops will 
be allowed to open longer in the event of  happenings, of  fairs, holidays, etc. 

Of  course, one could endlessly caricaturize the German�s irresistible desire to 
regulate. This could be amusing, however, foreigners need security in the 
sense that they can be assured of  being able to live and to work in accordance 
with German law, as there is a reward for people who comply with all the re-
quirements: they become entitled to the social and the legal system.  

Although I am extending a warm welcome to newcomers, this gesture will not 
help as much as the reading of  this book, in order to cope successfully with 
everyday life in Germany. Those who left Germany because they finally gave 
up, should seek a second chance.  

Prof. Barbara John  Berlin, February 2003 
www.berlin.de/SenGesSozV/auslaender/auslbeauft.html 

 

 



VI 

check out for updated info   

The Legal Guide for Living in Germany

Introduction to this Book 

Dear Reader, 

This book aims to help citizens of  other countries living in � or coming to � 
Germany in gaining an orientation toward their rights and responsibilities in 
Germany. The many questions asked by my foreign friends and acquaintances 
were a major inspiration in writing this book. My book aims at answering the 
general questions of  foreigners. I am not trying to reach attorney colleagues 
but the layman in law. This manual is assigned to help especially those foreign-
ers who come from outside the EU. The general situation of  EU member 
citizens will only be generally explored. A second book �Legal Guide to Do-
ing Business in Germany� will be available by the end of  2003.  

My goal has been to make this book as easy as possible for you to use. Major 
subdivisions will help you find answers to your questions. After reading the 
answers, you will be armed with the steps you need. I have tried to address the 
questions with the greatest practical relevance. I have also chosen to use Ger-
man phrasing in many cases enabling you to have the correct wording ready. 
The law will be quoted to bring about further clarification.  

To avoid misunderstandings with numbers, I decided to adopt the �German 
period�. This means that 29 Cents will be � 0,29 and not set off  with a period. 
Also consider that one thousand will be written �1.000�. Now, how do you 
write two thousand Euros and twenty cents, in the German way? This should 
enable you to be-come more acquainted with the German way of  writing 
numbers.  

Many thanks go to Mr. Dean Brown, Dr. Tom Garven, and Ms. Sandy Weiner 
for their time consuming advice and help on this book. Mr. Brown, in particu-
lar, is to be thanked for his valuable inspirations ensuring that persons not 
really accustomed to the German attitude and way of  thinking will understand 
this book. 

This first edition might seem incomplete, but where to start, where to end? 
There is no other book like this on the market. If  you like my book, if  you 
think something is missing, send me an email.  

State of  the law is October 2002. 

Alexander von Engelhardt 
Email: Hi@Legal-Guide.info  
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Disclaimer 

To the best of  my knowledge the provided information is correct. I cannot be 
held liable for any incorrect information, advice or data presented in this 
book. Please understand that the information is intended only for general ad-
vice. Not only is each and every real situation different, so that the legal opi-
nion will vary from case to case, but also judicial verdicts and statutes are any-
thing but permanent. For specific advice please consult the attorney whom 
your trust. 

Do be careful with the advice given herein! It is coined to your needs and 
status as a foreigner. This means that certain rights or rules are only valid for 
Non-Germans, but not for Germans � and vice versa. 

Please excuse the shortcoming of  the English language not allowing me to 
simultaneously address women and men. For the purpose of  simplicity, 
�men� will be used to refer to both women and men, except where there is 
specific reference to women. 
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